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Hi…This is Connie Walker from the Moniteau County Library  
 
I would like to share an article written by Geoffrey Fowler. 
A growing stack of companies would like you to pay a monthly fee to read 
e-books, just like you subscribe to Netflixs or Amazon Prime to binge on 
movies and TV shows. Don't bother. Go sign up for a public library card 
instead. 
 
Really, the public library?  But, it turns out librarians haven't just been 
sitting around shushing people while the Internet drove them into 
irrelevance. More than 90% of American public libraries have amassed e-
book collections you can read on your iPad, and often even on a Kindle. You 
don't have to walk into a branch or risk an overdue fine. And they're totally 
free. 
 
Though you still have to deal with due dates, hold lists, at least for now, 
libraries have one killer feature that the others don't: e-books you actually 
want to read. 

I have a soft spot for public libraries. I grew up reading at the one where 
my mom, now retired, worked. Like many, I hadn't used my library card 
much since I started reading books on screens. But in the past few weeks, 
discovering my library's e-book collection helped me reconnect with the 
power of the library card.  It's easier than you might think. At the typical 
public library, you need only log in with your card number and a PIN to its 
e-book collection, then search through the online catalog. 

During online checkout, many will give you the choice to send your 
borrowed book directly to a Kindle reader, a tablet or phone app, or a 
computer screen. When it's time to "return" the e-book, it just disappears. 

What would happen to libraries if they truly had to go head-to-head with 
Amazon? Ultimately, the winner will be the service that offers the most 
convenient access to the best array of e-books. 

But libraries serve nobler purposes than just amassing vampire romances. 
They provide equal access to knowledge, from employment services to 
computer training. And in an age where getting things "free" usually 
means surrendering some privacy, libraries have long been careful about 
protecting patron records. 
 
The rise of paid subscription services is proof that there's demand for what 
libraries can offer in our Internet era.   
 



 
 
 
To learn more about the eBooks available through your lbrary, go to our 
website at www.moniteaucountylibrary.org/, select the Browse or Borrow 
link/select the online catalog/then select Links/click on the Overdrive link or 
for kids the Tumblebook link.  You’ll be amazed how much is available to 
you from the comfort of your home.   
 
If you decide you would like to begin reading from this eBook collection, 
stop by the library, fill out a simple application, and you will receive a 
library card on the spot!  Staff will be happy to help you find the links that 
you will need to begin using this wonderful service! 

This is Connie Walker from the Moniteau County Library. Join me every 
Friday at 3:45 and Saturday mornings, right here on KRLL 1420 AM, where 
you can learn about programs, activities and all the services provided by 
the Moniteau County Library  
 


